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Online Privacy Statement 

The Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State (OSS) is responsible for the administration of  
Minnesota election laws, the Uniform Commercial Code records, notaries public, an open 
appointments process and business filings. This requires the collection of certain company data and 
personal information. 

This office collects and stores non-personal information (i.e., the domain from which you access the 
Internet; the date and time you access the OSS site; the Internet address of the Web site from which 
you linked to the OSS site; and the information you view while visiting the OSS Web site) for internal 
statistical purposes. This office may collect personal information such as a home address, home phone 
number, or e-mail address when you provide such information via e-mail or on a request for 
information, registration, feedback or comment form. This office gathers non-personal "user profile" 
information to help define our audience and to better meet their needs (statistical purposes). A users 
personal information is used only to complete those service(s) specifically requested by the user. 

The OSS protects all information pursuant to the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act 
(MGDPA), Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13.   
 

Web site Terms of Use 

By accessing, browsing and/or using this Web site ("Site"), you acknowledge that you have read, 
understood, and agree to be bound by these terms and to comply with all applicable laws and 
regulations. If you do not agree to these terms, do not use this Site. The material provided on this Site 
may be protected by law, including, but not limited to United States Copyright Law and international 
treaties. See statement below under "Copyright". This Site is controlled and operated by the OSS. This 
office makes no representation that materials in the Site are appropriate or available for use in other 
locations, and access to them from territories where their content are illegal is prohibited. Those who 
choose to access this Site from other locations do so of their own initiative and are solely responsible 
for compliance with applicable local laws. Any claims relating to, and the use of, this Site and 
materials contained herein are governed by the laws of the state of Minnesota. 
 

Limitation of Liability 

Under no circumstance shall OSS be held liable for any direct, indirect, special, incidental or 
consequential damages, including, but not limited to, loss of data or profit, arising out of the use, or 
the inability to use, the materials on this Site, even if this office has been advised of the possibility of 
such damages. 
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Prohibited Behavior 

All data provided to OSS through its Site is handled in accordance with its online privacy practices 
and the Minnesota Data Practices Act. Unauthorized attempts to upload or change information on this 
Site are strictly prohibited and may be punishable under applicable federal and/or state law. You are 
prohibited from using the Site in any way to do any of the following:  

a. restrict or inhibit any other user from using the Site;  

b. post or transmit any unlawful, threatening, abusive, libelous, defamatory, obscene, vulgar, 
pornographic, profane or indecent information of any kind, including without limitation any 
transmissions constituting or encouraging conduct that would constitute a criminal offense, give 
rise to civil liability or otherwise violate any local, state, national or international law;  

c. post or transmit comments containing harassing or offensive language, including sexual 
references, sexual nicknames, racial slurs or rude or deliberately offensive comments, or engage 
in disruptive activities online, including excessive use of scripts, sound waves, scrolling 
(repeating the same message over and over), or use viruses, bots, worms or trojan horses;  

d. access another person's or entity's materials, information or files without the permission of that 
person or entity;  

e. post, transmit or use any information, software or other material which violates or infringes the 
rights of others, including material which is an invasion of privacy or publicity rights or which is 
protected by copyright, trademark or other proprietary right without first obtaining permission 
from the owner or right holder;  

f. post or transmit any information, software or other material which contains a virus or other 
harmful component;  

g. post or transmit content that encourages or provides instructional activities about illegal activities, 
such as hacking;  

h. post, transmit or in any way exploit any information, software or other material for advertising or 
commercial purposes;  

i. solicit other users to join, become members of, or contribute money to any online service or other 
organization, advocate or attempt to get users to join in legal or illegal schemes or plan or 
participate in scams involving other users;  

j. impersonate any person or entity or falsely state or otherwise misrepresent your professional or 
other affiliation with any person or entity;  

k. use the Site to collect personally identifying information about users of the Site in violation of 
OSS's Privacy Policy; or  

l. perform any activities that OSS determines (in its sole discretion) may be harmful to the Site or 
other users of the Site.   
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Links and Products Disclaimer 

Links to Web sites outside Minnesota state government or the use of trade, firm, or corporation names 
within this Site are for the convenience of our customers. The Office of the Minnesota Secretary of 
State does not express or imply an endorsement or approval of any private entities’ product and/or 
service that may be linked to or listed on this Web site.  

 
Copyright  

The content organization, graphics, design, compilation, software, computer systems and other 
materials on or related to the Site may be protected under applicable copyright, trademark and other 
proprietary and intellectual property rights The copying, redistribution, use or publication by you of 
any such materials or any part of the Site, may be prohibited. You do not acquire ownership rights to 
any content, document or other materials viewed through the Site. The posting of information or 
materials on the Site does not constitute a waiver of any right in such information and materials.  

 
Terms of Use Revisions 

OSS may at any time revise these Terms of Use by updating this posting. By using this Site, you agree 
to be bound by any such revisions and should therefore periodically visit this page to determine the 
current Terms of Use to which you are bound.   

 
NOTICES TO BE POSTED ON THE WEB SITE PAGES : 

Disclaimer 

Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 336.9-412 "the state, the secretary of state, counties, county recorders, and 
their employees and agents are immune from liability that occurs as a result of errors in or omissions 
from information provided from the computerized filing system." The Office of the Secretary of State 
(OSS) provides these records "as is" and they represent information entered into the OSS database at 
the time the inquiry was executed. OSS makes no warranty or representation regarding the accuracy 
of the information provided. This information cannot be presented as the "Official" Records of the 
OSS. Records may state that they were obtained from the computerized files of the OSS. Additional 
terms and conditions apply.  

Feedback: OSS can be reached via e-mail at secretary.state@state.mn.us or by telephone or 
written request. Information is located on our Contact Us page. 

 

This document was last updated August 26, 2009. 


